
1

Evidence In Practice
Webinar Series Lecture #6

No One’s Perfect

How Flawed is Fatally Flawed?

Doug Gross, PhD, PT

The University of Alberta respects the sovereignty, lands, histories, languages, 

knowledge systems, and cultures of First Nations, Métis and Inuit

Sir Francis Bacon (1561-1626)
Lord Verulam

Read not to contradict and confute; nor to 
believe and take for granted; nor to find talk 
and discourse; but to weigh and consider.
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Most studies have something

that we can use or learn from
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‘Fatal flaws’ are often in study interpretation 
rather than the methods 

But sometimes they are in the methods 
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Results Too Favourable
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Potential Conflict of InterestResults Too Favourable

Control Group Designed to Fail

More Unrealistic Results

SUMMARY

Fatal flaws are usually in study interpretation

Watch for Conflict of Interest 
+ Unrealistic Results
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